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Economic Botany Web Quest

Directions: Visit the websites listed below to answer the questions.
1. Economic botany is the study of plants that have monetary ($) importance.  Visit this site: http://www.botgard.ucla.edu/html/botanytextbooks/economicbotany/index.html
A. Click on Algae, and write the definition of what algae are:

B. What is nori, and where is it grown?

C. What is agar?

D. Name one commercial product that contains diatomaceous earth:
E. What are the characteristics of the “red tide”?

F. Click on Pepper.  What is a drupe?

G. What is the difference between black pepper and white pepper?

H. Click on Cinnamon.  Besides its use as a spice, name 2 other uses for cinnamon:

I. Click on Coffee.  Where and when were coffee beans uses as currency (money)?

2. Visit this site: http://www.webmd.com/vitamins-supplements/ingredientmono-981-echinacea.aspx?activeingredientid=981&activeingredientname=echinacea
A. Click on Reference Guide for Herbs.  Click on Echinacea.  What is Echinacea used for in herbal medicine?

B. Click on Rose Hips.  What are rose hips?  What are they used for? (search on WebMD site)
C. Click on chamomile.  Name 2 uses for chamomile: (search on WebMD site)
3. Visit this site: http://sunnyfortuna.com/explore/redwoods.htm
A. Giant redwoods are one of the most famous tourist attractions in the United States.  Where are they located?

B. How old are the redwoods?

C. Click on Redwood Facts.  How tall are the tallest redwood trees?

4. Visit this site:  http://www.rajaha.com/importance-plants-life-earth/
A. Besides food and medicine, list the other uses of plants describe on the site.

B. According to the site, what are the three species of grasses that are the most important food grasses? 
C. According to the site, what are fibers from plants used for?
D. Explain how plants accomplish “erosion control”?

(Do these 2 questions instead)
List the economic importance of plants to humans. (There are 10.)   

List the economic importance of plants to nature. (There are 8.)

5. Visit this site: http://www.fibre2fashion.com/industry-article/7/688/plant-and-animal-fibres1.asp
A. Cotton, linen and Jute are three clothing materials made from plants.  What plants does linen come from?

6. Visit this site: http://www.hedging.co.uk/acatalog/windbreaks.html
A. Read through the site.  What is a windbreak?
B. For a tall windbreak, what type of trees are recommended, and how far apart should they be planted?

7. Visit this site: http://www.newton.dep.anl.gov/askasci/gen01/gen01874.htm
A. What is a nut?

B. What is a fruit?

C. How are fruits and nuts different?

D. What is a seed?

8. Visit this site: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcohol_fuel
A. What crops does Brazil use to produce their alcohol fuels (ethanol)?

9. Visit this site: http://www.weedbusters.org.nz/weed_info/index.asp
A. What is a weed?

B. Click on the link: why worry about weeds?  List five reasons provided by the site to worry about weeds.

